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Archive gems 1 — Sdhkoviesti 3/1966

With this article, we launch a new series, Archive gems, in which we explore the diverse materials
preserved in the archives of Paimio Electrical Museum. The first item in the series was chosen for a
simple reason: it is document number one in the museum's archival catalogue.

The publication is issue 3/1966 of Sdhkéviesti ("Electricity News"). The magazine was published by
the Finnish Electricity Association (Suomen Sdhkélaitosyhdistys) as a customer magazine for its
member electricity companies. Since 1928, the association had also published the magazine Voima
ja Valo ("Power and Light") together with the Finnish Association of Electrical Engineers.

By 1966, Sihkoviesti was in its 28th year of publication. Until 1945, it had been published under
the name Kodin sdhké ("Electricity in the Home"). In 1966, the magazine appeared four times a
year, and its primary purpose was to provide information to electricity users. During the mid-1960s,
its circulation was approximately 385,000 copies, making it one of Finland's most widely
distributed magazines.

Over the years, the magazine continued to be published by the member companies of the Finnish
Electricity Association under several different titles, including Sdhkosanomat, Yrityssdhkoviesti and
Rakentajan sdhkoviesti. The subtitle varied according to the local electricity company. In 1996, the
Finnish Electricity Association changed its name to Sdhkdenergialiitto ry Sener.

From 1947 onwards, the magazine's Editor-in-Chief was Aune Ensio (1911-1995), a home
economics teacher. Ensio joined the Finnish Electricity Association in 1939 after training as a home
economics teacher and was employed specifically to do educational- and propagandawork related to
the use of electricity.

As the magazine's cover suggests, this issue (3/1966) features a substantial article on laundry
dryers.
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In addition to informative articles, the magazine contains numerous advertisements. One example of
an advertisement page from this issue is shown below.

To learn more about the history of the Finnish Electricity Association, see the article "/rom
Electricity utilities to the energy business (only in finnish)", published in Sdhko & Tele magazine,
issue 7/2006.
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