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The Strömberg of the Electrical Museum – part 1 

Strömberg. A large and dark figure, cold and angular. It brings to mind the Groke from 

Moominvalley, but this is not a gloomy museum employee, nor is the museum haunted. This 

particular figure is a computer. 

The Strömberg-1000, also known as the SELCO-1000, manufactured by Oy Strömberg Ab, 

is something entirely different from today's laptops. It stands over two metres tall and has 

a footprint almost the size of a Euro pallet. Its colour is dark grey, except for the door, which is light 

grey. It has a control panel covered with orange and blue setting buttons and indicator lights. 

The machine can even appear somewhat intimidating. And that is not all. When the computer 

was still in operation, there were two of these cabinets, but the second one was merely a grey 

power supply unit without the colourful rows of buttons. 

Despite its appearance, this is not a doomsday computer. It is a machine that once controlled 

electricity distribution to thousands of homes. 

Nine machines manufactured 

Let us take a closer look at this Strömberg and its features. The SELCO 1000 was 

originally designed for controlling paper machines. Two of these computers ended up at power 

companies: Lounais-Suomen Sähkö and Savon Voima. One was also delivered to the Helsinki 

University of Technology in Otaniemi. Only nine machines were ever manufactured, all for use in 

Finland. 

Despite the modest production numbers, the model is considered to have been mass-produced. In 

the 1970s, however, this quantity was enough to justify the term. The machine was also marketed 

abroad, but the project did not gain momentum. 

The computer at the Paimio Electrical Museum is one of the few surviving examples that remains 

intact and suitable for exhibition. The Electrical Museum's collection also includes an even 

rarer item: the machine's original user manual. 
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Basic information about the Strömberg 1000 process computer system 

 

The user manual itself is also very different from modern instruction manuals. In order 
to operate this technological giant, one had to understand machine language. I doubt the 
device could even have been started without carefully studying the manual first. 
Whereas modern computers start with the press of a button and a login, this machine 
required feeding in several rolls of punched tape. 

The manual was written specifically for this individual machine. The cover bears the large 
printed words: "Lounais-Suomen Sähkö-Osakeyhtiö" and "USER MANUAL Remote Control 
Computer System." In size, the manual resembles a comic book album, but with the 
thickness of a Donald Duck pocket book. In addition to a general description, it contains 
a diagram of the system to which the computer was connected, countless lists explaining the 
meanings of different codes, instructions, and numerous other lists and pages whose deeper 
purpose I can only guess. 
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The opening page of the user manual for Lounais-Suomen Sähkö-Osakeyhtiö's remote control 
system 
 

This article is the first part of a two-part series. 
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